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I grew up mostly along the Missis-

sippi Gulf Coast and in Hattiesburg, 

MS with my mother who was a 

Nurse Practitioner and my grand-

mother, along with my twin sister, 

ñLauren,ò now, a youth minister in 

Dallas Texas. I attended the  

University of Southern Mississippi 

and graduated, in Deaf Education. I 

was a teacher for four years in both 

Mississippi public Schools and at 

the Louisiana School for the Deaf in 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana before I felt 

a call for ministry. 

In 2014, I graduated from the  

Seminary of the Southwest, an  

Episcopal Seminary in Austin, TX 

and got my M.Div. After seminary, I 

returned home to the Diocese of 

Mississippi to be Episcopal  

Chaplain for the students at Missis-

sippi State University. As of 2018, I 

began my work as the Episcopal 

Chaplain with The Table: Lutheran 

Episcopal Campus Ministry at RIT/

NTID and I also serve as the  

Missioner to the Deaf for the  

Episcopal Diocese of Rochester.  

My father is retired military and  

acupuncturist. I also have 4 half-

brothers who live in Alabama and 

Georgia. My half-sister lives in  

Dublin, Ireland with her fianc®. In 

my spare time, I enjoy camping, 

Disc Golf, playing guitar, and  

ñB-B-Qing.ò 
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The Rev. Richard "Dick"  
Mahaffy  

President  

president@ecdeaf.org 
____________________ 

Mrs. Lee Holland  

Vice President  

vice-president@ecdeaf.org 

____________________ 

Ms. Cass Martensen  

Secretary  

secretary@ecdeaf.org 
____________________ 

The Rev. Emily Hillquist Davis  

Treasurer  

treasurer@ecdeaf.org 
____________________ 

The Rev. Suzanne Johnston  

Member-at-Large  

Member-at-large1@ecdeaf.org 
____________________ 

Ron Selinger  

Member-at-Large  

Member-at-large2@ecdeaf.org 

The Rev. Laurence  
Wainwright-Maks  

Chaplain  
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_________________ 
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Beloved Friends, 
 

This is a very anxious and stressful time for everyone right now with Covid-19.  Please do not give in 

to fear or anxiety.  Please remain calm and trust in God.  And please think of GOD - who is the creator 

of everything, and who wants to have a relationship with us!  God wants to walk alongside us each 

day, and is always taking care of our concerns, fears, and anxieties.  God is always with us. 
 

Jesus is speaking to us in this time of uncertainty, fear and trouble.  ñI will never abandon you or  

forget you,ò he says. ñI will always be with you.  I am sending the Holy Spirit to be your Advocate and 

Comforter.ò  He will be with you; he will teach you and show you the right way to go.  He is always 

with you! 
 

It is important to follow the practice of ñsocial distancing.ò  Following the rules is important for 

everyone.  It is also a sign of our love for one another, and our desire to protect those who are weak 

and vulnerable to sickness. 
 

We do not know when our churches will be open for worship.  Currently, our Deaf Episcopal  

Churches in this country are partnering with each other to offer ñAll-ECD Sunday Deaf Worship 

Together from East to Westò including Coffee Hours via Zoom.  It is a wonderful opportunity to 

meet other Deaf people from all over of this country!  Also, we have other events such as Community 

Check-In & Prayer via Zoom.  Please check our Facebook for the details of these services and events.  
 

The ECD Board has decided to cancel our 75th ECD Convention this August due to the Covid-19 

pandemic.  We wanted everyone to feel safe.  The Convention will be postponed to next summer.  

However, the members of the ECD will have to vote our newly revised by-laws this summer.  More 

information about how we will vote will be provided via Facebook and e-mail blasts. 
 

We have exciting news to tell you!  We have hired a new Executive  

Assistant, Beth Klein.  Bethôs primary role will be to support the  

internal functioning of the Board of Directors, tracking and managing 

documents and communications, and planning and organizing ECD 

events.  We extend our warmest welcome to her as she becomes part 

of our ECD family!  Welcome, Beth!   
 

Please be well and stay safe.  Have a safe and good summer. 
 

Blessings to you. 
 

Dick+ 
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ASL Group is Forming  

Education for Ministry (EfM) is a unique four-year distance learning certificate program 

in theological education based upon small-group study and practice.  
 

If you are interested, contact Diane Lynch at EfMinASL@gmail.com  
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Episcopal Conference of the Deaf 

75
th
 Convention Updates 

Convention is Postponed  

The ECD 75th convention this summer has been a topic of much discussion. Due to the serious 

global pandemic, coronavirus (COVID-19), the ECD Board has decided that everyoneôs safety is 

more important than meeting this summer. The Board considered a virtual convention as an  

alternative option; but decided against it as it does not offer full inclusivity.  

The 75th Convention and Board Elections are tentatively postponed to August 10-14, 2021 at  

Dumas Bay, Federal Way, Washington, subject to ongoing global coronavirus crisis.    

Please contact convention chair, Lee Holland if you have any questions, vice-president@ecdeaf.org  

ECD By-Laws Amendment  

On the advice of our Canon attorney, we will be merging the Constitution into the Bylaws. This is 

the standard practice in many businesses and organizations now. This also allows us to update our 

governing documents more easily. For this to happen, our current by-laws (amended 2017) need to 

be amended as soon as possible to match the requirements established by The Episcopal Church 

(TEC).  There will be a special online ballot for the ECDôs by-laws amendment later this summer.  

 

The current by-laws need to be updated  to ensure compliance with the non-profit status  

 

The ECD Law Committee planned to propose an amendment to the by-laws at the convention this 

summer. Article VIII of the ECD by-laws states that any amendment to the by-laws must be passed 

by two-thirds of the members at the convention. However, due to the current crisis leading to the 

decision to postpone the convention, the board has agreed that in place of voting at  

convention, the ECD will need passing votes from at least two-thirds of all current ECD members 

through an online voting platform, which allows for anonymous votes.   

You will receive complete information in July.  There will be several Q&A sessions to give you 

an opportunity ask board members for clarity before you vote.  

  
Are your email and mailing addresses updated in our system?     

If not, please let our membership secretary know.  Thank you.  

membership@ecdeaf.org  

Please remember that your membership needs to be current to vote this summer  
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ñChaplainôs Cornerò  
By The Rev. Laurence Wainwright-Maks 

 

So many events have occurred both on campus and with the  

Episcopal Ministry of the Deaf in Rochester. Some of the biggest 

highlights for me this past year were several of the events that took 

place on campus. In November RIT had invited Mandy Harvey 

back to campus for another performance in the Field House. You 

might remember her from Americaôs Got Talent when she  

performed one of her original songs, ñTry.ò She spoke about her 

hearing loss and going completely deaf by the time she was 19 

years old, but still continues to play and writes new songs. Back in 

December, Marlee Matlin was invited by the Substance and  

Addiction Intervention Services for the Deaf to speak about her 

own personal battle with addiction, her success in the film  

industry, and her book, ñIôll Scream Later.ò I had a chance to meet 

both which was amazing!  

One of the last opportunities on campus was the chance to work 

with several of my ministry colleagues from the Schmitt Interfaith 

Center, hosting another wonderful ñAshes to Goò on campus. I 

was joined by both Lutheran and Catholic Chaplains to cohost our 

joint service in Allen Chapel. I met with both The Rev. Deacon  

Suzanne Johnston that morning and Catholic Deacon, Patrick 

Graybill later that afternoon for our services at NTID. Then, not 

long after we entered into Lent started we received reports that 

the Coronavirus had arrived in the U.S. and RIT/NTID decided to 

close campus just after Spring Break.  Also at the beginning of 

Lent our Ministry of the Deaf moved from Incarnation Episcopal 

Church in Penfield to St. Paulôs Episcopal Church. Both parishes 

have been incredibly gracious to us and we had one visitor from 

NTID who began coming to our services regularly before we 

couldnôt meet at the church anymore.  

I miss fellowship with one another; ñin real life.ò Sometimes I see people sign ñIRLò. I am an  

extrovert, which means, that I get energy being around  

other people. Lately, I began to notice that staring at a 

computer screen all day can make me feel tired. Itôs really 

hard not being able to gather (IRL) and simply grab coffee 

or sit down at a table for a shared meal. I know that many 

of our churches feel just like that. They are tired, they really 

wish to gather ñIRL,ò and they wish that fellowship could 

take place over a shared meal, ñcommunion.ò Until then, 

our regular church service on Zoom each Sunday and  

regular ASL Nightly Prayers (Compline) will continue as 

long as there is a need for both.  

Rev. Laurence and actress Marlee 

Matlin in the Panera Theater at NTID  

Deacon Patrick Graybill and a college 

student at NTID 

Rev. Laurence during ASL Nightly Prayers   

on Facebook page:  

"Episcopal Ministry of the Deaf, Rochester, NY"   


