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Board Member
Highlight
Ron Selinger
Member-at-Large

Ron recently completed his third
term as a Senior Warden at St.
Thomas Deaf Church in St.
Louis. Also, Ron is currently a
Membership Secretary for the
Episcopal Conference of the Deaf
(ECD), since October 2018. He
serves on the altar guild at St.
Thomas as well. Aside from his
important duties, Ron teaches
part time at three colleges/
universities in the St. Louis area.
At these colleges, he teaches
American Sign Language courses
at University of Missouri - St.
Louis and St. Louis Community
College and a course in the Deaf
Studies Program at Maryville
University. Ron also works part
time as an overnight stocker at
Walmart. He has a Masters degree
in Theatre from Lindenwood
University. Speaking of theatre,
Ron has been involved in the
theatre arts off and on for more
than 35 years, since age 11 (!).
(At the time of publication, he just
made a stage “comeback” in a
production titled Magnificently
Miscast, after being inactive for
nearly 15 years.) In his free time,
Ron enjoys working out, taking
walks, going out, being with good
friends, the arts and lots more; he
continues to seek full-time
employment. Ron lives in St.
Louis, where he has lived his
whole life.
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ECD Board
Members
The ECD Board of
Directors is elected
from the
membership of ECD
Conventions.
The Rev. Richard "Dick"
Mahaffy

The Rev. Laurence
Wainwright-Maks

President

Chaplain

president@ecdeaf.org
____________________

chaplain@ecdeaf.org

Mrs. Lee Holland
Vice President

____________________
Ron Selinger
Membership Secretary

vice-president@ecdeaf.org
____________________
Ms. Cass Martensen
Secretary

secretary@ecdeaf.org
____________________
The Rev. Emily Hillquist Davis
Treasurer
treasurer@ecdeaf.org
____________________
The Rev. Suzanne Johnston

St. Thomas Deaf Church
c/o Grace Episcopal
514 E. Argonne Drive
St. Louis, MO 63122
membership@ecdeaf.org
_____________________
Elizabeth Holland &
Jannie Holland
The Deaf Episcopalian
Co-editors
Deaf.episcopalian@ecdeaf.org

Member-at-Large
Member-at-large1@ecdeaf.org
____________________

Ron Selinger
Member-at-Large
Member-at-large2@ecdeaf.org

2020 ECD Membership
Visit www.ecdeaf.org to find the membership form.
Simply print out the form, enter your information,
and mail it to our Membership Secretary.

President’s Message
Hello, Friends,

We have celebrated Christmas and Epiphany, and now look forward to the forty days of
Lent and the events of Christ’s passion and death. Our lives are very busy and fast-paced,
and many of us barely think of God during the day. Lent is a time of preparation, selfexamination, and reflection on our lives and our ministries. It is also a time to remind
ourselves not to worry or be afraid about the uncertainty of the future. God is always
taking care of our concerns, fears, and anxieties and is always with us. Lent is a good time
for us to pray to God for our Deaf brothers and sisters in our country and throughout the
world, for people who are lonely and in trouble, for Deaf people looking for jobs and places
to live. We ask God to comfort and heal those people who suffer in body, mind or spirit; to
help them find hope in their hardships. Also, we ask God to help us to respect and use the
earth and its resources rightly. Let God know that He makes a difference to us all.

This summer we’ll be gathering for our ECD Convention at Dumas Bay Retreat Centre,
Federal Way, Washington, on August 11-15, 2020. I am really looking forward to going to
this convention because it will give us a wonderful opportunity to gather, pray, share
resources, meet new friends, and learn how to
advocate for Deaf ministries. I sincerely encourage
you to attend this exciting convention!

Wishing you peace and love and a Holy Lent!

In Christ,

The Rev. Dick Mahaffy
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Holyrood Episcopal Church—Iglesia
Santa Cruz was highlighted in the
December 27, 2019 issue of Daily News.
The article emphasizes the importance
of accessibility to those who attend this
Manhattan church as well as how vital it
is to have services that are Deaf-focused.
If you’d like to read the full article, you
can search for it at
www.nydailynews.com.

Lent 2020: A Call to Prayer, Fasting, and Repentance
Leading to Action
As Lent draws near, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry invites Episcopalians, and people of faith, to
pray for our nation in a five-fold method: Prayer, Fasting, Repentance, Action, and Going to God.
“We can no longer pretend otherwise: The United States is in the midst of a struggle for its
very soul. Are we merely collections of self-interest and partisan identities or are we “one
nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all?””
http://www.reclaimingjesus.org/
Our Presiding Bishop has joined with other Christian Leaders, including: Evangelical, Roman
Catholic, and mainline Protestant leaders; these same churches were involved with a “Reclaiming
Jesus” statement over a year ago.
This is a mindset and an invitation to Answer the Call of Jesus. It is not an easy task, but you are
not alone in this Season or this Call.
The information on how to Answer the Call is at www.reclaimingjesus.org/ or search for this
article title at www.episcopalchurch.org
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Lenten Series opportunity!
SIGNS OF LIFE: Why Church Matters is a five-part video series produced by the Society of
St John the Evangelist (SSJE) and the Virginia Theological Seminary. It can be used as a Lenten
study, or at any time of the year. The video series seeks to explore the deep meaning of the signs and
symbols and spiritual practices that are part of the Christian tradition. We hope to help people to
understand more deeply the significance of the liturgy and why we do the things we do. The course
centers on five themes:

LIGHT

WATER

FOOD

SHELTER

COMMUNITY

All of these are basic human needs, but all of them also are important in the Church’s life and
worship. In these videos, the SSJE Brothers discuss the significance of each of these topics, drawing
on the Scriptures and on Christian tradition and liturgical practice. There is a weekly video that lasts
about 15 minutes, which is captioned.
Virginia Theological Seminary has worked with the Brothers to produce two guides for the
program. The first guide is for people who would like to use the videos in a class or in an Adult
Forum. It offers suggestions for a 45-50 minute class setting. The second guide is for small groups,
and is aimed at people who want to study the topic more deeply. This is best used in a small group
that meets for 1 ½ or 2 hours each week, where people are expected to share their thoughts with one
another.
The videos will be available in Lent, 2020, but anyone can sign up for the program right
now. There is no cost for the videos or for the facilitators’ guides, or for any of the supplementary
material that will be available on the website.
Sign up today for the Lenten series at www.signsoflife.org
Videos will be captioned
5

Episcopal Conference of the Deaf
Presents
75th ECD Convention
August 11-15, 2020
Dumas Bay Retreat Centre
Federal Way, Washington

“Unity: Love, the Way”
Join us as we explore Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s teachings,
vote on issues, vote for board members, engage in workshops,
and more!

What will we do?
Tuesday

Opening Eucharist, Welcome, and President’s Address

Wednesday Workshop and Business Session
Thursday

Workshop, Business Session, and afternoon trips:
“Adventure in Seattle” or “Northwest Trek Wildlife Park”
(Thursday trips and dinner are not included in convention fee)

Friday

Saturday

Workshop, Business Session, Closing Eucharist
honoring Thomas Gallaudet and Henry Winter Syle,
and Banquet with award ceremony and entertainment.
Departure after breakfast

More complete agenda will be posted online at later date

More information and to register
www.ecdeaf.org/convention
Registration opens March 1, 2020

Registration closes July 31, 2020
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General Information
The 75th Convention is largely subsidized by the ECD and some
Dioceses, allowing this convention to be more affordable to all.
Your fee depends on when you register, the sooner you register, the cheaper it will
be:
March 1 – April 30 – Early Birds
May 1 – June 30 – Regular Rate
July 1 – July 31 – a bit more, no refund
There are separate fee’s for commuters and banquet only participants.
NOTE: Thursday trips and dinner are not included in convention fee
Worry about your cost to attend convention?
ECD have need-based financial assistance for those who need it. It also can be used
to help with traveling cost.
Grant application at www.ecdeaf.org/convention
Deadline to apply for financial assistance is April 15th.
PRE-CONVENTION SPECIAL!
The pre-convention special only covers overnight lodging, breakfast, and dinner.
Dumas Bay has other prearranged programs during the day. If you check in on
either of these days, the centre will be unavailable between breakfast and dinner.
There are several all-day activities in the area; here are some good examples:
Choose your own adventure:
*Hiking
*Pike Place Market *Scenic drives/walks *Orca Watching
*Puget Sound *All day Ferry trip *Olympic Rainforest *Mt. Rainier … and more
This is not subsidized by ECD.
Cost? $85/night, including dinner and breakfast.
Look for this option as you register.
Know anyone who deserves to be honored by ECD?
Award recipients will be honored at ECD Award Banquet on August 14, 2020.
See Award Nomination info on page 11 of this issue.
Reserve your spot today!
Register at www.ecdeaf.org/convention
Still have questions? Sharon Dilks, Registrar 618-215-2532 (VP)
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Holy Triduum
Maundy Thursday to the Resurrection
Jesus bathed the feet of his Disciples as a show of respect and love. It was an ultimate act of humility
and servitude; he wanted his disciples to follow his example and become servants to the world.
Jesus took bread, broke it with his friends and had
dinner. During this meal, known as “The Last
Supper,” Jesus acknowledged his Disciples and
revealed that before the night was over, one of
them would betray him, though he did not reveal
who.
After this, they traveled to Mount Zion to pray.
Here, the betrayer is revealed and Jesus is taken
away as a liar and a blasphemer.

Jesus was tried and convicted by the people. He
was beaten, crowned with thorns, and marched
through town, carrying his crucifixion cross on
his back.
When they arrived at Golgotha, “the place of the
skull”, he was crucified.

After hours of torment, he passed away.
When the crowds left and Jesus hung lifeless on
the cross, Joseph, a secret disciple of Jesus,
brought him down the from cross, wrapped him
in cloth, and placed him in a tomb. The tomb
was sealed with a large boulder.
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Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Mary
Magdalene visited Jesus’ tomb on
Sunday morning, the next day, and
found the boulder sealing the tomb
had been moved. Upon investigating,
they found the tomb was empty, no
sign of Jesus’ body was found but the
cloth used to wrap his body folded
neatly at the base of the rock he was
laid on.
Two angels appeared to the weeping Mary Magdalene and asked why she was crying. She said Jesus
is gone and she does not know where he lay. While she was talking to the angels, a man appeared
behind her and asked, “Woman why are you weeping?” Mary asked if this man was the person who
moved Jesus and pleaded with him to find out where Jesus lay. The man simply spoke her name,
and Mary immediately recognized him as Jesus.

Jesus told Mary to visit the disciples and tell them
that he would ascend to God. Mary did just this
and the disciples were doubtful, for they saw Jesus
die with their own eyes. That evening, however,
Jesus appeared before the disciples and said “Peace
be with you” and they were glad to see him.
His followers acknowledged God had resurrected
Jesus from the dead and offered to all humanity
everlasting life.
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Christ Is Risen, but first….
A Homily

Lee S. Holland
Licensed Worship Leader, Diocese of Olympia

Easter Day is the annual feast of the resurrection, the most important of all Christian
celebrations. Easter sets the experience to ancient (Old Testament) stories of deliverance and the
proclamation of the risen Christ.
To me, Easter doesn’t begin with the sunrise first thing in the morning on the first Sunday after the
full moon on or after first day of Spring. I have always felt you can’t have Easter without the
connecting story that began a few days before that Sunday morning (Saturday night according to the
Jewish Custom).
I was fortunate to have an early exposure to understanding Easter from a young age – not just from
Easter Bunny and egg hunts, but by experiencing The Passion and the Easter Triduum at home and
at church. Easter Triduum (Holy Triduum, Paschal Triduum, or The Three Days) is the period of
three days that begins on the evening of Maundy Thursday until its high point in the Easter Vigil.
From the time I was little, my family actively attended Palm Sunday and Good Friday services. We
also attended Holy Saturday service. It wasn’t until I was a teenager before I started attending
Maundy Thursday service, where I came to understand and appreciate the “The Farewell
Discourse”. So many commandments that night, not just in number, but in emotion too.
Many people don’t know it, but the Triduum is the longest liturgy within The Episcopal Church. The
service starts on Maundy Thursday and continues until after sundown on Saturday night at the Great
Easter Vigil, very much like having a “to be continued” episode when you watch a TV show or a

movie.
The Great Easter Vigil! The climax of the Triduum! We sign, sing, and shout out “Alleluia” for first
time after 40 days of Lent! This begins the Easter Season!
Easter is also a festival season of fifty days that begins on Easter Day, the Sunday of the
Resurrection, and it lasts until the Day of Pentecost. During this time, we review the events of
Christ’s resurrection and ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.
Rejoice! Without Christ’s suffering as we recalled during the Holy Triduum and his sacrifice for our
sins, we would have no hope of resurrection to our Heavenly Kingdom with our Lord. Amen!
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Do You Know of Any Deserving People?
Episcopal Conference for the Deaf – a leader in advocating for the needs of Deaf individuals within
The Episcopal Church “TEC” is now accepting nominations for various awards. The awards celebrate
the exceptional and meaningful contributions made to improve accessibility to Deaf people in
Episcopal Churches throughout the United States.
The ECD is accepting nominations for:
New Clergy Certificate – This award is presented to all new clergy working with Deaf
congregations and Deaf ministry in the Episcopal Church
The Thomas Gallaudet Award – This award is presented to a person who has made a worthy
contribution to the work of the ECD
The Distinguished Service Award – This award is presented to a person who, although not
directly related to Deaf ministry, has made a significant contribution to the support of Deaf ministry
in the Episcopal Church
The Meritorious Service Award – This award is presented to members of the ECD who are
deserving of thanksgiving and in recognition of their dedicated service to the ECD
The Robert W. Cunningham Community Service Award – This award is presented to an
outstanding Deaf person within the ECD in recognition of his/her contribution to the Deaf
community, either locally or at large
The Anne Sullivan Award – This award is used solely to honor an interpreter for his/her
unselfish service as an interpreter for the ECD for many years
Retirement Scroll – This scroll is presented to clergy who are retiring from their ministry within
the ECD
Please email your nomination to vice-president@ecdeaf.org by June 15th with the subject line as
“ECD Awards”. In the email, please provide the name you which to nominate (and which award) and
give a detailed reason why this person should be the recipient of such award.

Awards will be presented during the ECD Banquet, August 14, 2020 in
Federal Way, Washington.
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Episcopal Conference of the Deaf
St. Thomas Deaf Church
c/o Grace Episcopal
514 E. Argonne Drive
St. Louis, MO 63122
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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